
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

September 26, 1989 

James W. March, Esq. 
AmBase Corporation of New York 
59 Maiden Lane 
New York, New York 10038 

Dear Mr. March: 

Re: Your Request For Advice 
Our File No. A-89-520 

You have requested confirmation of telephone advice provided 
to you on behalf of AmBase's California and Federal Political 
Action Committees concerning the campaign disclosure provisions of 
the Political Reform Act. 

Your letter, dated August 31, 1989 1 correctly summarizes the 
advice I provided to you. A copy of your letter is enclosed for 
your convenience. 

If you have any additional questions , please contact me at 
(916) 322-5662. 

Enclosure 

sincerely, 

Kathryn E. Donovan 
General Counsel 

By: Alice Hughes 
Pol ical Reform Consultant 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804-0807 • (916) 322-5660 
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Ms. Alice Hughes 
State of California 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Ms. Hughes: 

August 31, 1989 

f-t"PC 

St.? 01 \9S9 
JI'l'- ~-"- ~~~,O 

f\E' 

AIVf3ASE 

In accordance with our recent conversation, enclosed is my 
letter to Cindy Durham of the "Pete Wilson for Governor" carrpaign 
staff along with a copy of the check for the $2,500 contribution to 
"Pete Wilson for Governor." Please note that the check was issued 
by AmBase's California Registered Political Action Committee 
(AmBase Political Action Committee of California) . This 
contribution was made after ~ received reinburserrent from the 
Wilson carrpaign of the $2,500 contribution made by our Federal 
Political Action Committee (AmBase Corporation Political Action 
Committee) . 

The reinburserrent to our Federal PPC. and subsequent $2,500 
contribution by our california PAC coopletes the unwinding of a 
process ,that began with the $2,500 contribution made to Pete Wilson 
from oui:: Federal PPC. in May, 1989. Shortly after this contribution 
was made, you informed me that a Federal PAC could contribute only 
$1,000 to a candidate for state office in california. As noted in 
my correspondence of July 12, and in accordance with our earlier 
discussion, ~ atterrpted to correct this error by having our 
California PAC re.int:>urse our Federal PAC for the $2,500 
contribution it made to Pete Wilson. 

In late July, I asked Stephanie Fitzgerald of the Federal 
Elections Commission (FEC) how the $2,500 contribution should be 
reported in our semi -annual FEC filing. Ms. Fi tzgerald informed me 
that ~ should not have reinbursed our Federal PAC since FEC 
regulations prohibit transfers from non-federal accounts. Although 
Ms. Fitzgerald understood that the transfer was not made to 
circumvent the FEe rule, she strongly advised that ~ transfer the 
rroney back to the California PAC. W2 foll~ Ms. Fitzgerald's 
advice and on August 9, 1989 our Federal PAC issued a $2,500 check 
to our California PPC.. 
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The $2,500 Federal PPC contribution and the $2,500 transfer 
frem the California PAC to the Federal PAC roth took place prior to 
July 1, 1989 and \-JI:?re therefore reported in the FOTIn 420 
sE!Tli-armual filing covering the January 1, 1989 - June 30, 1989 
pE!riod. The reimbursarent by Wilson of the $2,500 Federal PAC 
cont.ribution and the $2,500 contribution by the California PPC to 
Wilson \-JI:?re made after July I, 1989 and will therefore be reported 
in the next FOTIn 420 sE!Tli-armual statarent, to be subnitted by 
January 31, 1990. Please advise if 'Ne should sul:rnit any other 
official report of these post July I, 1989 transactions. 

On behalf of thE> AmBase Coq:oration, I thank you for your 
patience and understanding. Your assistance has been invaluable. 

JWM:lr 

CC: Carol McCluskey - 27 
Robert Thanson - 27 

Sincerely, 

~-...- W -(l1~ 
~a.nes W. March, Esq. 



Ms. Cindy Durham 
Pete Wilson for Governor 
2551 San Diego Avenue 
Suite B200 
San D1ego, CA 92110 

Re: Political Contribution 

Dear Ms. Durham: 

AIVf3ASE 

August 31, 1989 

We have received the reimbursE!I'TEnt. of the $2,500 contribution 
made by our Federal Political Action CarmitteE! (AmBase COrpJration 
Political Action Committee) and enclose a $2,500 contribution made 
by our CalifoITIia Political Action Carmittee (AmBase Political 
Action Committee of California). 

On behalf of AmBase COrpJration, I ap:>logize for any 
inconvenience we may have caused and thank you for your patience 
ruld understanding. 

JWM:lr 

Enclosure 

cc: C. McCloskey - 27 
R. Thcmson - 27 

Sincerely, 



PAY 

AM BASE CORP. 
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE OF CALIFORNIA 

("AMBASE CAL PAC") 
59 MAIDEN LN. 

NEW YORK. NY 10038 

No. 2001 

~35 210 

TO THE Pete Wilson for Governor - 1990 
ORDER OF'--__ 

_ August 25 .. __ 19~ __ 

____ . ..--J $ 2,500.00 

'I\vo thousand five hundred and 

FOR 

em-. N.A. II.... CfTICORPOCITl8AN( 
107 William 51reel at .!Oii" siT8iii - - _ •••. 
NewYaft.,N.V. 
10038 

- - - - - - - - - _-.....-=-.- - - - - - - - - - DOLLARS 



:Ms. Alice Hughes 
State of California 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J Street 
Sacramento, CJi 95814 

Dear :Ms. Hughes: 

AIVf3ASE 

August 31, 1989 

In accordance with our recent conversation, enclosed my 
letter to Cindy Durham of the "Pete Wilson for Governor" campaign 
staff along with a copy of the check for the $2,500 contribution to 
"Pete Wilson for Governor." Please note that the check was issued 
by AmBase's California Registered Political Action Committee 
(AmBase Political Action Committee of California) . 'rhis 
contribution was made after we received reimburserrent from the 
Wilson campaign of the $2,500 contribution made by our Federal 
Political Action Conmittee (AmBase Corporation Political Action 
Conmi ttee) . 

The reimburserrent to our Federal PAC:: and subsequent $2 ,500 
contribution by our California PAC:: completes the unwinding of a 
process that began with the $2,500 contribution made to Pete Wilson 
from our Federal PAC:: in May, 1989. ShOl~ly after this contribution 
was made, you informed me that a Federal PAC:: could contribute only 
$1,000 to a candidate for state office in California. As noted in 
my correspondence of July 12, and in accordance with our earlier 
discussion, we attempted to correct this error by having our 
California PAC:: reimburse our Federal PAC:: for the $2,500 
contribution it made to Pete Wilson. 

In late July, I asked Stephanie Fitzgerald the Federal 
Elections Conmission (FEC) how ,500 contribution should be 
reported in our semi-annual FEC filing. Ms. Fitzgerald infonlBd me 
that we should not have reimbursed our Federal PAC:: since FEC 
regulations prohibit from non-federal accounts. Although 
:Ms. Fitzgerald understood that the transfer was not made to 
circuITrvent the FEC rule, she strongly advised that we transfer the 
TIDney back to California PAC -we followed :Ms. Fitzgerald's 
advice and on August 9, 1989 our Federal PAC a $2,500 check 
to our PAC. 
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The f 500 PAC the $2 f 500 transfer 
the California PAC t.o the Federal PAC both took place prior to 

July f 1989 and \vere therefore in the Form 420 
semi-annual filing the January 1, 1989 - June 30 f 1989 

The reimbursement by the ,500 Federal PAC 
conLr'ibution and the ,500 contribution by California PAC to 

lson were made after 1 J 1989 and will therefore l::e 
in the next Form 420 sE!Ini-annual staternEmt, to be suhnitted by 

31, 1990 Please advise if we should suhnit any other 
official report of 1 f tran..sactions, 

On behal f the AJnBase thank you for your 
and understanding. Your assistance has bE.en invaluable. 

\,JWM: lr 

Carol McCluskey 
RolJert Thomson -

Esq. 



Ms. Cindy Durham 
Pete Wilson for Governor 
2551 San Diego Avenue 
Suite B200 
San Diego, CA 92110 

Re: Political Contribution 

Dear Ms. Durham: 

AIVJ3ASE 

August 31, 1989 

We have rec::eived the reimburSeITent of the $2,500 contribution 
made by our Federal Political Action Comnittee (ArnBase Corporation 
Political Action Conrnittee) and enclose a $2,500 contribution rna.de 
by our California Political Action Conrnittee (ArnBase Political 
Action Conndttee of California). 

On behalf of ArnBase Corporation, I afX)logize for any 
inconveru.ence Wf3 rna.y have caused and thank you for your pa.tience 
ffild understanding, 

JWM:lr 

Enclosure 

cc: C. McCloskey -
R. Thomson - 27 

Sincerely, 



PAY 

AMBASE CORP. 
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 01" CAl.IFORNIA 

("AM BASE CAL PAC") 
59 MAIDEN LN. 

NEW YORK, NY 10038 August 25 

TO THE Pete Wilson for Governor - 1990 
ORDERO~ ____ ~ __________ ~~ __ ~. ______ . ______ ~. ___ .. __________ ._. ____ . __ .~ _________ ~ 

Two thousand five hundred and 

Clllbank, N.A. B •. 135 ClTICORPOCITlBAN< 
107 WHiiam Street at John Street 
New YOrl<, N.Y. 
10038 

FOR __ _ 

No. 2001 

89 19._ .. ~_ .. __ 
t!35 210 

$ 2,500.00 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

September 6, 1989 

James W. March 
AmBase Corporation of New York 
59 Maiden Lane 
New York, NY 10038 

Re: Letter No. 89-520 

Dear Mr. March: 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform Act 
was received on September I, 1989 by the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you have any questions about your advice request, 
you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5662. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, or 
more information is needed, you should expect a response within 21 
working days if your request seeks formal written advice. If more 
information is needed, the person assigned to prepare a response 
to your request will contact you shortly to advise you as to the 
information needed. If your request is for informal assistance, 
we will answer it as quickly as we can. (See Commission 
Regulation 18329 (2 Cal. Code of Regs. Sec. 18329).) 

You also should be aware that your letter and our response 
are public records which may be disclosed to the public upon 
receipt of a proper request for disclosure. 

JP:plh 

Very truly yours, 

~~~ f~~0i~~j 
tJeanne Pritchard 

Chief Technical Assistance 
and Analysis Division 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804~0807 • (916) 322 .. 5660 


